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StevenScheckman
Schiff Scheckman White LLP
829BaronneStreet
NewOrleans LA70113

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2015 1256

DearMr Scheckman

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics initscapacityastheSupervisoryCommitteeonCampaign
FinanceDisclosure atitsJanuary15 2016 meeting consideredyourrequestforanadvisory

1opinionconcerningtheproprietyofyourclient aLouisianaDistrictCourt Judge using
campaignfundstoreimbursehimself forattorneyfeesexpendedinsuccessfullydefendinga
formalchargethatwasfiledbytheJudiciaryCommission Youstatedthat theformalcharge
allegedthatyourclientinhisofficialcapacityasaLouisianaDistrictCourtJudge shouldhave
recusedhimselfpursuanttoLa CCP art 151B4 andCanon3CoftheCodeofJudicial
Conductduringahearingthatwasheldinwhichatemporaryrestrainingorderwasissued You
also statedthattheformalchargeagainstyourclientwasnotprovenbyclearandconvincing
evidence andthematterwasclosedbytheJudiciaryCommission

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCampaignFinanceDisclosure
Actpermitsyourclient aLouisiana DistrictCourtJudge tousecampaignfundstoreimburse
himselfforattorneyfeesexpendedinsuccessfullydefendingaformalchargethatwasfiledby
theJudiciaryCommission La RS 1815052Iallowsacandidatetoexpendcampaignfundsfor
anylawfulpurposeiftheexpenditureisnotforpersonaluseandisrelatedtothecandidates
campaignorholdingofoffice Sincetheformalchargeinvolvedamatterdirectlyrelatedtoyour
clientsholdingofoffice hemayusecampaignfundstopayforthelegalfeesincurredin
connectionwithhisdefense

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCampaignFinance
DisclosureAct TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthanthe
CampaignFinanceDisclosureAct Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842
6630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

JenniferT Land
FortheBoard

1 ThenameoftheDistrictCourtJudgeisomittedbasedonLouisianaSupremeCourtRule23Section23whichrequiresthis
informationtoremainconfidentialasitisrelatedtoaproceedingbeforetheJudiciaryCommission


